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opposite to Montreal. His family was very respectable, and
he enjoyed good educational advantages. He appears early to
have left Montreal, and went to Detroit, where he had relatives,
among them a nephew named Alexander Reanme, a trader, but
if I ever knew the particulars of his career there, I have for-
gotten.* Ile engaged in the Indian trade, and, like most trad-
ers, roamed the forests of the North-West, between the great
Lakes and the Mississippi, and, I think, spent several years
in this way, and made several journeys to Mackinaw, and
at last one to Montreal, where he became united in mar-
riage to a Miss Sanguenette, daughter of a prominent mer-
chant of that city, and a lady of great worth. He now man-
aged to commence business in Montreal, I think merchandiz-
ing, and mostly on eredit, and by bad management, soon
failed ; and, naturally proud and hanghty, he did not care to
remain there, and thus left Montreal, abandoning his wife,—
they having no children,—and again turned his face west-
ward. He came directly to Green Bay, as I have always
understood ; this was in 1792, and he accompanied Mr. Por-
lier in the fall of that year, and spent the winter with him
on the St. Croix river. Returning to the Bay the next spring,
he went to Mackinaw, and managed to obtain on credit about
six or seven hundred dollars worth of goods for the Indian
trade, and brought them to the Bay, where, erecting a trader’s
cabin, of logs, covered with slabs, chinked and daubed, he
opened his small store, and commenced operations. In due
time he sold out, ate up, and squandered his little stock, prob-
ably as he had done at Montreal; and having no returns to
make to the Mackinaw merchants, he was unable to obtain a
new supply, and this ended his attempts at merchandizing.

*It was mentioned in the preceding volumes of the Society’s Collec-
tions, that he served during the Revolutionary war as a Captain in the
British Indian Department, and was among the prisoners taken by the
gallant Col. George Rogers Clark at the capture of Vincennes, in Feb-
ruary, 1779, and taking the oath of neutralify, was permitted to return

to Detroit. The MS. Papers of Gen. Clark, in my possession, show this
fact. L.C. D.



